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Beale's enormous volume would better be titled An Encyclopedia of New Testament Theology: The 
Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New because it is encyclopedic; firstly, because it is so 
tremendously thorough. And secondly, because each of its ten parts can be read and understood in 
isolation (though of course the entire volume is worth reading and not just its constituent parts). 

The book is slanted towards the conservative end of the theological spectrum, as one would expect 
both of Baker and of Beale. Conservatives will appreciate it for its well-reasoned and meticulous 
argument as Beale makes his case and not-so-Conservatives will appreciate his even-handed 
presentation of the data. 

The ten parts of the volume are 

7- The Biblical-Theological Storyline of Scripture 

2- The Story of the Inaugurated End-Time Tribulation 

3- The Story of the Inaugurated End-Time Resurrection and New-Creational Kingdom as 
a Framework for New Testament Theology 

4- The Story of Idolatry and Restoration of God's Image in the Inaugurated End-Time 
New Creation 

5- The Story of Salvation as Inaugurated End-Time New creation 

6- The Story of the Work of the Spirit in the Inaugurated End-Time New Creation 

7- The Story of the Church as End-Time Israel in the Inaugurated New Creation 

8- The distinguishing Marks of the Church as Storyline Facets of the End-Time 
Inaugurated New Creation 

g- The Story of Christian Living as Inaugurated End-Time New-Creational Life 
w- Conclusion 

These ten parts make up 28 chapters in total with the volume also containing and Introduction and a 
very extensive bibliography, author index, Scripture index, Ancient Sources index, and Subject index. 
It is a massive work extending to 1047 pages; again, it is encyclopedic. 

As always the questions of most interest to readers of reviews are 1) what is the aim of the volume at 
hand and 2) does the author, in the opinion of the reviewer, achieve that aim. 

In answer to question one, what the aim of the volume is, I'll let Professor Beale tell you that himself: 

My attempt in this book is not to write a NT theology but rather a NT biblical theology 

( P .i). 



That being his stated aim, he goes on then to explain how this is different than other contributions to 
the genre: 

1) The approach of this book overlaps with that of a whole-Bible biblical theology in 
that it addresses more directly the theological storyline of the OT (p. 5). 

2) The main facets of the OT narrative story are then traced into and throughout the 
NT (p. 6). 

3) The bulk of the discussion in this biblical theology of the NT consists of attempts to 
elaborate on the main plotline categories of thought through surveying the places in 
the NT where that thought is expressed (Ibid.). 

4) ... it is concerned with how important components of the OT storyline are 
understood and developed in Judaism (p. 8). 

Allow me to interrupt Prof. Beale as he explains his methodology just long enough to say that the 
most useful aspect of this volume is precisely that which is mentioned in point 4. Beale's movement 
from OT to NT doesn't 'skip' the important Intertestamental' period and his ability to draw lines of 
connection between the OT and the NT by means of the products of that period is more than 
impressive. Indeed, again, this is the best part of the book. 

5) This approach to NT biblical theology will focus more on the unity of the NT than 
on its diversity (p. 9). 

6) ... my working definition of NT biblical theology is the following, in dependence on 
Geerhardus Vos's definition of a whole-Bible biblical theology: "Biblical theology, 
rightly defined, is nothing else than the exhibition of the organic progress of 
supernatural revelation in its historic continuity and multiformity (Ibid.). 

7) [Beale likens his approach to those of Dodd, Hubner, and Stuhlmacher]. 

8) [Rather than organizing his volume by themes, Beale organizes it by the 'NT 
storyline]. 

9) ... I categorize my biblical-theological approach to be canonical, genetic- 
progressive ... exegetical, and intertextual. This approach could be summarized as a 
"biblical-theological-oriented exegesis" (. 15). 

Thus the aim of the volume. It is a complex one with nuances galore and a task that few would 
undertake because of the very nature of that complexity. So, then, to the second question: does Beale 
achieve his aims? In a word, yes. 

Beale's brilliant book bounds from 'storyline' to 'storyline' with ease and aplomb. Every page nearly 
oozes with learning and readers are comforted by the fact that here, in these pages, is evidence that 
the author really knows both the subject and how to best present it. 



Not only does Beale treat readers to fantastic facts, he does so in prose that at times is nothing less 
than enthralling (which is quite a feat for an academic, in an academic volume of a highly technical 
nature such as this is). For example (and this is just one of many): 

...the devilish onslaught of deceptive trials that felled the first Adam in the first 
creation must be replicated in the end-time. This end-time Adam to come, therefore, 
must face the same storm of deception. But, unlike the first Adam, the eschatological 
Adam will withstand the attack and overcome the forces of evil. Likewise, his 
followers will be subject to this recapitulated tribulation of deception and will also 
overcome it through their identification with their latter-day leader, who paved the 
way for them (p. 189). 

This excerpt from the chapter titled The Eschatological Great Tribulation Commencing in Jesus and 
the Church'. 

Persons interested in the New Testament should read this book; as should those interested in Early 
Judaism (!) and the Old Testament because Beale shows the interconnection between the OT and the 
NT better than anyone else to date. 
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